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During the 54rd Annual Coach of 

the Year  National Awards Banquet 

in Bismarck, North Dakota. Coach 

Betty Wrouble of Pontiac Norte 

Dame Prep & Mr. Leon Braisted 

 III, of Bloomfield Marion & Birming-
ham Seaholm schools were Michi-
gan’s Winners of the 2019 
NHSACA COTY.  
 
Coach Wrouble & Brestade two 
national winners from 158 finalist in 
19 categories of 20 states and 8 
contenders each section for this 
honor.  
 

Coach Wrouble has guided PNP 

to three state championships, 9 

regional championship.  

Coach Wrouble has guided the 

Fighting Irish to a 1490/308 

wins/loss record during her 24 

years.  

Coach Wrouble has been 

inducted into several Hall of 

Fames (MIVCA-volleyball, 

MHSSCA-softball, MI- 

USSSA-as an athlete, and the 

Detroit Catholic League-

coach), and the Michigan High 

School Coaches Association 

Coach Betty Wrouble is now 

honored as National High 

School Athletic Coaches Asso-

ciations, Coach of the Year in 

the sport of Volleyball. 

2019 National High School Athletic Coaches Association 

 

Golf & Volleyball Coaches of the Year: 
 

Ms. Betty Wrouble - Pontiac Norte Dame Prep 

Mr. Leon Braisted III - Bloomfield Marian & Birmingham Seaholm   

Coach Braisted 

teams accom-

plished 5 state 

championships,  

5 Runner up 

finishes 16 

regional champi-

onship.  

Coach Braisted 

has guided the 

Mustangs & 

Maples  to a 

2499/333 wins/

loss record 

during his 21  

years.  

During his time coach-

ing he typically carries 

a roster of 25-28 play-

ers. In 2015 the team 

membership was 54 

golfers. 

Coach Braisted has 

received coach of the 

year honors 8 times 

from state associa-

tions and 3 time as 

sectional COTY from 

the National Federa-

tion of High Schools. 

Coach Leon Braisted  

is now honored as 

National High School 

Athletic Coaches Asso-

ciations, Coach of the 

year in the sport of 

Golf.  
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Coach John Cunningham, wife Sally, & Sons 

Adam & Ryan  

of 

Canton 

Coach Steve Spicer Of Fowler  Inducted into the NHSACA Hall of 
Fame 

Spicer family accepting on behalf of the late Coach Spicer. 

 L to R: Monica Spicer, Mike Spicer, (son) Becky Spicer (wife), Josh Bachert, Nathan Spicer, 
Tammy Bachert (daughter), Kate Spicer, Randy Bachert, and Kyle Spicer. 

2019 NHSACA Hall of Fame Class  

Coach Steve Spicer is arguably the 
most successful high school coaches 
in Fowler history. His records are 
indeed exceptional, astonishing, 
amazing.  
 
Steve Spicer was a graduate of Michi-

gan State University.  Few coaches in 

the history of coaching Michigan prep 

sports have accomplished what Steve 

Spicer did at Fowler High 

School.  His career was cut 

short due to an untimely 

illness and death, however, 

his impact on the students 

and community of Fowler 

will last for generations.  

 In his twenty five year 

career of coaching the 

John is a graduate of the University of Michi-

gan and while attending U of M John compet-

ed on the gymnastics team.  After graduation 

John taught and coached at Plymouth High 

from 1968-1972 and started at Plymouth 

Canton in 1979 and is still actively coaching.  

Cunningham’s Canton teams have been on 

an incredible success over the years, having 

placed first or second in the Michigan High 

School Athletic Association state finals in the 

7 times in the decade. He also has coached 

multiple individual state champions. 

“I’ve been doing it a long time and I was 

absolutely, fantastically pleased to be induct-

ed. Coach expressed during the induction 

June 22, in Bismarck, North Dakoda, along 

with other coaches from across the nation.  

Good things come to those who wait, and that 

applies to longtime Canton gymnastics coach 

John Cunningham. 

MHSCA 

Michigan High School Sport Association  

Coaches Clinic Events 

Baseball: January  2020 

@ Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant 

Basketball: October 12-13, 2019  @ Oakland 

University, Rochester Hills  Contact: Dennis 

Hopkins    dhopkins@oaklandchristian.com 

Bowling : October 19-20, 2019 

Site: TBA 

MITCA: Cross Country:  

November 7-9, 2019 @ Comfort Inn, Mt. 

Pleasant  

Competitive Cheer: October 19-20, 2019 @ 

Crowne Plaza Lansing  

Football: January 16-18, 2020 @ Lansing 

Center & Radisson Capitol Center 

Golf: May 18 & 19, 2019  

@ Eagle Eye Golf Course/Banquet Center  

Gymnastics : October 19, 2019 

Men’s Lacrosse: Hall of Fame Game May 4, 

2019 @ Clarkston H.S. Time 7:30 p.m.  

Skiing: October 12, 2019 @ Clair, Mich. 

Droughty Hotel    

Softball: February 8-9, 2020 

@ Causeway Bay, Lansing 

Swimming: September 13-14, 2019 Site: 

McCamly Plaza Hotel 

Tennis; January 31 & February 1, 2020 Site: 

Hope College 

Track & Field: February 1-2, 2020 

Site: Lansing, Crowne Plaza Lansing  

Volleyball: March 2020 

@ Ann Arbor Huron High School 

Wrestling: October 27, 2019 

@ Mt. Pleasant, Comfort Inn 

MIAAA: March 20-23,  2020 @Traverse City,  

NHSACA Convention: June 23- 26th, 2019 

Bismarck, ND 

Fowler Eagles, Steve's varsity 

football & baseball teams 

compiled a record of 201 wins 

and 49 losses.  They won 12 

conference championships 

and appeared 4 times in the 

Silverdome to play for the state 

championship and won 2 

times.  He compiled a record 

of 167 win and 53 losses in 

coaching JV basketball 

and earned 63 wins and 

38 losses in coaching 

baseball.   

Coach Spicer was 

named the Regional 

Coach of the Year or 

State Coach of the Year 

in 16 different years. 

Steve was inducted into 

the MHSFCA Hall of 

Fame in 1988, and The 

Greater Lansing Area 

Hall of Fame in 1999.  In 

1997, the football field at 

Fowler High School was 

named "Spicer Field".  

Steve and his wife 

Becky have three chil-

dren: Tammy, Michael, 

and Tricia Spicer 

(deceased).  
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 Michael McHugh Coach from Dexter 

High School was named one of the 

nation’s 40 top coaches under the 

age of 40.  

Coach Michael McHugh has served 

as the head coach of the boys’ swim 

team at Dexter for the last 13 years 

and has been coaching high school 

swimming in Michigan for the last 15 

years, spending 2 years as an assis-

tant at Ann Arbor Pioneer.   

He has been a member of Michigan 

Interscholastic Swim Coaches Asso-

ciation for 15 years, serving on the 

executive board for the last 10 years.  

 Coach McHugh has served as Presi-

dent, Zone 4 VP and currently serves 

in the role of Dream Team/Top 16/

Mythical Meet Chairman.  

 On the pool deck Coach McHugh 

has led his team to 4 Division 2 State 

Championships ('12, '16, '17, '18) and 

has won numerous Coach of the Year 

awards during his time at Dexter.  

This recognition include 4 MISCA 

Division 2 honors, 2 MHSCA honors, 

and he has been nominated for the 

National Federation of State High 

School Association boys coach award 

three times, and was just named the 

NFHS Boys Swim and Dive Central 

Section COY.   

Coagulations Coach McHugh, leading 

the youth coaches in the state and 

nation.  

The Hall of Fame event will take place on the CMU campus, 
in the Student Activities Center.  

Ticket can be obtained by contacting 

Contact: Mark F. Holdren Mholdren.11@gamil.com  

854 Marshall Street Port-

2019 MHSCA Hall of Fame inductees: 
Brown Jack Battle Creek St. Phillips 

Christmann Joyce L'Anse Creuse 

Claus Tom Jonesville 

Leonardo Jim Grandville 

McGuire Victor Annapolis 

McKay Doug De La Salle Collegiate 

Micallef Tom Ypsilanti/Saline 

Millar Darrin Royal Oak  

Miller David Jackson Lumen Christi 

Porter Steven Milan 

Perkins Len Anchor Bay  

Skatzka Dan South Lyon 

Stolz Dan Okemos 

Thomas Mark Brighton 

Wegienka Norbert Flat Rock 

MHSCA   

Hall of Fame  

mailto:Mholdren.11@gamil.com
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Greetings to you from Illi-
nois.  After the convention 
my wife and I took a trip 
through South Dakota and 
Wyoming on the way to 
Denver.  A trip like that just 
makes you realize what a 
beautiful country we are 
blessed with.  The scenery 
was impressive.  We met up 
with two of my brothers and 
we got to see a Rockies 
game.  Another ballpark 
visited.  
I would like to thank Randy 
Johnson and all of the mem-
bers of the North Dakota 
High School Coaches Asso-
ciation for an outstanding 
job putting on this year’s 
convention in Bismarck.  
The hospitality extended 
was exceptional and very 
much appreciated.  The trip 
to Fort Abraham Lincoln and 
the Pitch Fork Fondue was 
truly an experience.  Special 
thanks to Dave and Danell 
Dougherty for all of your 
efforts organizing and ad-

ministrating all of the 
meetings, banquets and 
other activities during the 
week.  As always, a job 
well done.  Congratula-
tions, also, to this Board 
on an outstanding and 
professional collection of 
board and committee 
meetings.  Much was 
accomplished during the 

convention. 

To recap some of the 
major accomplishments 
during this past year: the 
changes in the standing 
committees, realignment 
of regions for awards 
purposes, rewording of 
vacancy by-laws for clarifi-
cation purposes, ongoing 
upgrade of scoring ru-
brics, and most important-
ly, the establishment and 
maintenance of a pay 
schedule for the National 
Office.  These are all the 
fruition of the efforts of 

many previous presidents. 

With the streamlining of the 
committees, more attention 
can be given by the members 
assigned to each committee to 
their duties.  As I suggested 
during the 2016 Convention in 
Louisville and Ted Schroeder 
stated in his New President 
Challenge, “don’t put your 
NHSACA notebooks away for 
the winter.”  Spend some time 
each month devoted to 

NHSACA duties.  

A special thanks to Dave 
Dolan as he ascends from the 
Executive Committee onto the 
roll of a Past President.  He 
has worked tirelessly for the 
NHSACA and his insights into 
getting this organization fiscal-
ly sound is immeasurable.  It 
has been a pleasure to work 
with you on the Executive 
Committee these past five 
years.  You are joining an elite 
group that have blazed the 

trail of building the bones of 

the NHSACA. 

Congratulations to all of the 
Hall of Fame Inductees, 40 
Under 40 Honorees, Coach 
of the Year Finalist and 
COTY Recipients.  This is a 
remarkable collection of 
Past, Present and Future 

leaders of our profession. 

My Congratulations to Tim 
Walstrum on your selection 
as 3rd Vice-President.  You 
are a great addition to this 
Executive Committee.  You 
will have a very rewarding 
ride over the next five years 
and I am sure you will do a 

wonderful job. 

I would like to wish Ted 
Schroeder the best of luck in 
the coming year as Presi-
dent.  You have a great 
support group in Nebraska.  
I feel confident you will do a 
wonderful job and we will 
have an outstanding con-

vention in Lincoln.  You 
will enjoy watching your 
hard work the past three 

years fall into place. 

I want to once again 
thank the Executive 
Committee and the 
NHSACA Board of Di-
rectors for all of their 
support during my role 
as President this past 
year.  It is a wonderful 
honor to serve this Or-

ganization. 

I hope everyone has an 
enjoyable rest of the 
summer.  Recharge 
those batteries and get 

ready for 2020. 

See you all in Lincoln.  
Remember to “Ride for 

the Brand”. 

Yours in Sports, 

Joe Cliffe 

NHSACA 2019-20 Immediate 
Past President  
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 MHSCA Sponsors   

Executive Director 

James M. Okler, CMAA 

MHSCA1954@gmail.com 

 

 Board of Directors Fall Board Meeting & Hall of Fame 

Banquet September, 15 , 2019 @ CMU 

 Board of Directors Fall Board Meeting  November 10, 2019 

@ Ramada Convention Center, Lansing 

 MHSCA Finance Committee meeting, March 8, 2020 @ 

Ramada Convention Center, Lansing 

 Board of Directors Spring Board Meeting March 8, 2020 @ 

Ramada Convention Center, Lansing 

 

MHSCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS & EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEES CALENDAR  

Sponsorship Opportunities  

Active Link on the NHSACA Website: 

(July 1-June 30) $1,000.00 

· Your company’s web page linked to the 

MHSCA website’s homepage 

· Name of company, logo and short de-

scription of products/services  

Full page ads in MHSCA Hall of Fame or 

Coach of the Year Awards book-

lets: 

· Newsletter Booklet (10 times a year) 

$250.00 

· Newsletter Booklet and Coach of the Year 

Awards Program or Hall of Fame 

Induction Ceremony Program Book-

let $400.00 

· Newsletter Booklet, Coach of the Year 

Awards Program and Hall of Fame 

Induction Ceremony Program Book-

let $500.00 

MHSCA Board of Directors meetings or 

Hall of Fame or Coach of the Year 

table display or registrants’ pack-

et stuffer: $100.00/page 

· Your company’s product/service infor-

mation document (8.5”x11”), provid-

ed by the sponsor included in each 

registrant’s packet 

Sponsor a Hall of Fall or Coach of the 

Year inductee:  

1 Sport $2000.00 

2 Sports$3,500.00 

3 Sports $5000.00 

4 Sports$6000.00  

 (Buy 3, get 1 Free) 

All 15 Sports   $30,000.00 ($10,000.00 

savings) 

· Presentation of the Hall of Fame or 

Coach of the Year Award at the 

banquet 

· Two (2) Complimentary tickets to the 

Awards Banquet 

· Sponsor banner (2’x4’) hung on wall in 

Banquet Room during Awards 

Banquet 

· Recognition/Advertising in Coach of the 

Year Awards Program 

· Complimentary exhibit booth during the 

awards day banquets  

· Active link on MHSCA website 

Sponsor a MHSCA Service Awards 

Station:  $3000.00 

· Company signage promoting your com-

pany as the sponsor of this award 

at HOF & COTY banquets. 

· Presentation of the Service Award at  

the Coach of the Year Awards 

banquet 

· Placement of your company’s Logo on 

award certificates and plagues. 

· Recognition ad in the MHSCA Hall of 

Fame & Coach of the Year Program 

Booklet 

· Placement of your company’s marketing 

materials on table in serving area 

· Complimentary exhibit booth during the 

awards day banquets  

· Active link on MHSCA website. 

Sponsor a Hospitality Station 

(assessable to all registrants and 

guests): $300.00 

· Company signage promoting your 

company as  the sponsor of 

this event 

· Recognition ad in MHSCA Hall of 

Fame & Coach of the Year 

Program Booklet 

· Placement of your company’s 

marketing materials on table 

in serving area 

MHSCA Contact Information:

  

Mark Holdren, Executive Secretary   

517.526. 4575 

Mailing Address: 845 Marshall St.   

Portland, MI 48875 


